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GCR 10T Refrigerator Van
Historical notes
The GCR carried considerable quantities of meat, much- of it from the docks at Liverpool. The MSLR had vehicles specially for this traffic, and the GCR built two further types.
Meat, because of its nature, required relatively speedy transport to the market. With this in mind, oil axleboxes and vacuum brakes were fitted. The GCR-built vans were refrigerated. A ladder fixed to the end of the body allowed ice to be placed through a roof hatch into a box.
The subject of this kit is a GCR diagram no.55, 50 of which were built in 1904. The first one, no.30152, was built at Gorton. The remaining vehicles 30153-30201, were built by the Ashburys Co. Vacuum and hand brakes were fitted with Westinghouse through pipes. 
The livery in GCR days was very distinctive. The van bodies was light grey. The letters “G C" and a large 5-pointed star on the doors were white. The word “Refrigerator" in red was superimposed across the van in the centre. All the lettering and the star were shaded in black. During the LNER period, the vans would have carried that company’s livery of white body with black lettering, numerals and ironwork. The running numbers were changed by adding a 5 prefix to the GCR numbers.
No withdrawal dates are known, 44 survived up to the second world war and 16 into BR including 7 converted to Fish vans. A good photograph of 30165 appears on p 149 of ‘Great Central vol. 3. Peter Tatlow’s ‘LNER Wagons Volume 1’ features a poor copy of the photo on page 139.  The HMRS photograph collection contains another of 30172. (Met Camm 507).
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Instructions
Remove the main body panel from the fret, push out the bolt head detail from the rear, and fold up the sides. Take the two end panels and push out the bolt head detail fold over the headstocks. Now fit the ladder sides, the ladder sides are the correct way up on the fret, thread the ladder rungs through the sides (Brass wire) and solder in place fit the completed ends to the body. Fit the solebars and backing strips and the solebar wire hooks, solder in position.
Push down the rocking W-iron pivot from the bottom of the van fold up. Fit the W irons. Now fit the wheel bearings axleboxes and springs fit the wheels these should be 14 mm diameter Mansell type. Fit the brake hangers to the holes in the floor and fit the brake rigging as the drawing please note that the V-hangers are off centre and that the hand brake levers fit on the same end of the van, fit the hand brake levers and hand brake guides. 
Fit the four end stanchions and the lamp irons, the grab rails and the solebar headstock plates/footsteps. Fit the destination boards (these fit above the ticket spring clips by the grab rails). Bend up and fit the rail above the doors (brass wire). Fit the top and bottom door hinges (leave out for the present, the door catch the centre door hinges and the diagonal strapping). 
Fit the vacuum pipes and the Westinghouse through pipes buffers draw hook plates, fold the diagonal strapping this strapping fits under the roof at the ends of the van it is important to have a dry run with all four strapping parts after completion they should be put onto one side with the door catches and the centre door hinges.
Fit the centre door hinges door catches and the diagonal strapping and colour to the background of the transfer, fit the roof, the works plates and number plates to the solebars. Fit the plasticard roof and roof hatches.
Paint the van light grey including the solebars, brake hangers, axleboxes, springs, hand brakes. Paint the centre door hinges door catches and diagonal strapping. 
	Whitemetal castings
	
	Required to complete

	Buffers
	4
	Wheels (3’ 7” Maunsell) and couplings

	Vacuum brake standpipe
	2
	15 thou plasticard for roof

	Vacuum cylinder
	1
	Wire

	Vacuum cylinder lever
	1
	Paint and transfers

	Westinghouse air brake standpipe
	2
	

	End stanchions
	4
	

	J-hanger axlebox spring
	4
	

	Oil axlebox 
	4
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